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Not to be released prior to 3 na on Friday, 10 December 1965

" Aase Lionzs's speech in the University Festival Hall, Oslo, on the occasion

of the presentation of the Nobel Peace Prize on 10 December 1965

UNICEF

The death of Alfred Nobel at San Remo on 10 December 1396 robbed the world
of & highly talented person. At the same time the world was enriched by &
document, a testament, which has provided growth and stitiulus to the ideels
end the compelling desire for research that provided the guidinz stsar in

Alfred Nobel's rich but lonely life.

In his,will Ncbel directed that the interest on his fortuns should be divided
among those persons who have done the grestest services to zenkind, Oa the
subject of the Peace Prize he categoricelly states that it is to be ewarded

to the person who has done most to prawote brotherhood among the netions.

Alfred Nobel, particularly in the later years of his life, was much pre=-
occupied with thé problen of peace. This emerges inter aliz from his carres-
pondence with Bertha von Suttmer, the author of the pacifist novel "Zay Down
your Arms". Iany people inbued with constructive ideas have, like Hobel,
both before and after his time, devoted their cttention to this apperently
sinple but as yet unsolved problew, thaet of promoting dbrotherhcod ezong men
and building & world free from war. During the course of tine nany profound
theories have been develoved to show how internztional reletions should be

organised in order to ensure the atteinment of peace.

Personally, I have found no answer either in the works of the nhilosonhers
or in those of the legal experts. Maybe, after all, the cnly valid soluticn
is to be found in the simple words our own poet Bjdrnstjerne 3jgrnson wrote
-+
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as he lay on his deathbed in Paris in 1910. These words formed the firs

line of & poen which was never completed, but which begizns as follows:

"Good deeds save the world."
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We have ccme together here today to pay tridbute, by the eward of the
Nobel Peace Prize, to an organisation - UNICEF - becausce in ziving life

and meaninz to Bidrnstjerne Bjgrnson's words, it hes fulfilled the con-

"dition of Nobel's will, the promotion of brotherhood ezmeng the netiens.

UNICEF was set up by o United/mations1resolution on 11 Ducember 19L6. The
resolution was unanizmous, but I well remember that in United Uations circles
in New York that autwan we had a great wmany discussions with verious politi=-
cians as to whether Uli0 really ought to orgenise o children's fund. United
Nations, nany of them naintained, was a politiccl forwuna which was not justi-
fied in dealing with such "minor" peripheral problens as a2id to children.
During the war the organisation UNRRA had carried out larée-scale huzanitarian
work for children, prisoners, and refugees in Zurope and in Chinaj for vericus
reasons it was now being liquidated. A nwiber of people expressed the opinicn
thet, now that peace was a fact, in ecch country the naticnel chiléren's

organisation should take over the work of cering for children.

Today there is no disagreement on the justification of UNICEF zs part of the

United Nations.

As you will know, it is not always easy to cchieve waaninmity in the United
] y Y 3
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Nations. This is understandable, when one considers that we are dealing here

with 118 member-states representing every rzce, nation, political ideclogy,
and religious creed. DBut everyone has understocd the language of UNICEF, .
and even the most reluctant person is bound to adnit that in action UWICEF

has proved that conpassion knows no national boundaries. As scon as 211 the
resolutions relative to the form of orgenisation, mandate, and fincnecing cf
UNICEF were .cut and dried, the orzanisation set to work.

)

It was a blessing to UNIICEF and the millions of children it tcok to its heart
that from the very first day of its existence it should have had a leader like
Mr Maurice Pate. He was UNICEF's never-slusbering conscience. He never allcwed
formalities to impede him in his work; in his cpinion the esseatial object was
thet good deeds should be carried out as swiftly and as effectively as possidle.
He recruited his fellow-workers froz: among those who were prepared uncsupromis-

ingly, to quote Bjgrnson, to pursue "the policy of compassion". Maurice Pate
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was the head of UNICEF for eighteen years, up to his death last year.
He was en unasswiing person, but on the roed that lcads to pecce, and
where politicians cre still sreping their way in the derk, laurice Pate
has 1lit many 2 candle,

.

UNICEF's first field of operdtions wes' in Europe.
What @id Europe look like in 1946? Aud how were Europe's childrean living
ai the conclusion of o world war? Thae Swedish poet Hjaluar Gullbers provides

an unforgettable picture of this in his poem "Europe's Children”:

Thet we had fixed the padlock on our gate,

Thet hardly mczttercd;

Though fine-spun dircans had lulled the very soul,
Our peace of nind wes shattered:

Beyond the palinns Zurope's children hold eloft
Their begzging-bowl.

These were the children UNICEF came to help in Europe during that fearful,
bitter winter of 1947 - undernourished, ill, clad in rags, homeless, and
~starved after five yeers of war and occupztion. We camc across then everywhere
~in the ruins of cities, in refugee caups, in bombed villages in Hunzary,
Jugoslavia, Albaniz, Poland, Italy, CGreece, Rowmaniz, and Austria.

UNICEF itself calculcted that in Burope in 1947 the figure of children in

need amownted te 20 million. It was for these children in fourteen differant
countries that UNICEF provided o lifebelt, & stream of fcod, medicine, clcthes,
and footwear. INever have we witnessed an internationcl relief campaign for
children on such a scale, Dufing the winter of 19L47-48 UIICEF was abls te

report that it gave 5 million children and mothers cne meel a day.

Fortunately the econouic reccnstruction of Europe after the war proceeded

relatively quickly. After four or five yesars we were able fo leok after

our children ourselves.

But no socner did the Buropesn aild prograrmie approcch a point of solution
than the outlines of cznother menacing phenton eppeared, the inceoncelvable

social nisery of the ceveloping countries,



As each of these countries solved its problen of neticnel independence,

the plight of their child populction came zore sharply into focus. In cre
single yeer, for instance 1960, we find 17 new states inscribed on the mep
of Africa. In a natter of o few years the membership of the United Nations
rose frouw 51 stotes to 118. ©The mojority of these new states are what we

eall developing countrics.

Various factors, anong then the nodern mess media of communicztion - TV exnd
brosdcasting - with their dissemination of factuzl information cn the sccial
nisery endured in these ccuntries,made it a morzl imperative for the wealthy

nations of the West to come to the ossistance of these countries.

The United Nations Economic & Social Council soon reclised the extent of
this task, and the efforts of its many specialist organisations, such as

the Werld Heath Orgonisation, FAO, and UNICEF, were directed to this work.

In 1946 UNICEF had been organised on the lines of a provisionzal emergency
organisation. In 1953 the United ations Generzal Assenbly decided to meke
. UNICEF its permanent child-aid organisation, with the eaphesis on work in

the developing countries.

UNICEF now tackled the second great task in its history - the seemingly in-
supercble task of improvinz the indescribably nmiserable conditioans in which

bundreds of millions of children lived in the dCeveloping countrics.

UNICEF is incapzble of doing this work on its own. It can only werk effect-

I3

ively in countries whose go&ern:ents solicit its aild; and the ccuntries re-
ceiving this aid are bound tc meke & contribution which is no less than that
of ULUICEF itself, in the ca:ryidg out of aid prograrmes. While the aid zivern
by UWICEF generally consists of technicel assistance, and zcods, commodities,
and equiprment which nust be purchased with foreign currency, the "receivin:s
country nekes its contribution in the form of its own products, local person-
nel, transport services, ete. The interest in UNICEr's aid wrogremme for
children has been so sreat that the contribution of zovernments now ccmnriscs
23 dollars fer every UNICEF doller that is given., In fect, the sinm of UNICET

work 1is prec1s;ly to provide 2 spur to se 1f-help.
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The 2id thet is given coupriscs all children in en arca, withcut any dis-

tinction of race, creed, nationality, or political conviction.

At thE\EEEE_EE.HEEEEF today we Tind a boerd consistins of representatives
of'fgirty neaber-countries; it is this board that lays down the brecad cut-
lines of the work to be carried out, os well as aveluatin~ requests for
help and deciding the scope of suéh helpn. Todlay UNICER's secreteriat ccoe-
sists of some 600 persons, some of them working ot the heeadquarters in Hew
York, and some et the 30 regicnel offices in Europe, Aunerice, Asis, end

Africa.

UNICEF is financed by gifts frou governments, private individuals, and crgon-

isations. In 1964 118 countries contributed a totel of 33 million Jdollers,
What does ULICEF sccouaplish with this money?

First of all it iust be borne in :aind that the field c¢f work to be coverad
is enormous, embracing over 115 develcping countries, with a tctzel populatien
of 750 million children, whose n=eds fcr better food, better health, end

" better teaching are fer, far grester theon the modest 200 nillien kromer now
at the disnosal of UNICEF., -This sum corresponés approximately to the ancunt

which is used in the world today every other hour for defence purpcses.

However, let us not be disnayed at the thouzht of the still inadequete 2=cunt

ng noney aveilable. |The most important noint is that for the first tize in

histcry we possess an international device cancble of tackling the iant tesk

of libereting the children of the develorment countries - who cre ell cf then

our joint responsibility - frc: isncrance, disesse, malnutrition, end st

t
tion.| The most importont thing is not the precise amcunt in terms of herd caskhy

3 - -

whet is far nore important is the grest step forward in the idea cf iaternstiil

cooperation that UNICEF represeats.

The English historien Arnold Toynbee writes thet our century will srobodly nct
be remermbered for its two world wars, tut as the period ia history when,
the first time, the idea of nutucl help between necple, with 2 view to raising

the standerd of living everywhere, was accepted.
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Tarcush its work UNICEF todzy is helping to meke this picture of the

twentieth century come true.

When UNICEF started working 1n the dcvplopqu countries, the task apreared
so overwhelning thet it was \lfxlcult to know whaere to begin., To pecnle
aware of the trenendcus advances mode by medicel sciznce in the ccuntries

~ PN

of the West, and the comprehensive health services enjoyed by the inhcoiten

ot
[v]

of these countries, it seeiied outrzgeous that hundreds of millions ¢f chiléren
should be sufferin~ from diseases which we today hove means of combeti
this rcason it was decided to give first priority to the caupsign egeinst such

national scourges as uclaria, trachoma, tuberculcsis, znd yaws.

Others polnted to the limitless extent of underncurishtzent ond mezlnutritien,
on the one haad, and the tremendcus surplus steres of gzrein and =eat in the
countries of the West cn the other hand. They would have preferred to con-

centrcte on the canmpaign to reise the standerd cf nutritien.

A third group pointed tc the necessity of overccuing illiteracy, since en
ignorent populction could not possibly czchieve the aconomic growth that wes

needed,
Which of these courses did UNICEF choose?

It night be seid thet cll three preblems were tockled simultoneously, as it
os renlised thet these evils -~ disease, starvation, and igrnorance - form ares

of the sare vicious circle.

If we consider the results that UNICEF has achieved today, 1t nust te berne in
nind that they have been ochieved in fruitful ccoreration with the World Haalin
Organisetion, with FAQ, UNESCO, and the verious technicel eid orzanisaticns
within the United IHations,

Ccoperating wita the VWorld Health Orzenisction, UNICEF heas -zade 2 sizeedle
ccztribution in the fisht cmeinst naleric, o disecse which in 1955 wos rechoned
to clain 200 nillion victims annually, of whom 2 million were nmertally affected.

By 1962 UWICEF had initicted aati-malaric cearaisgns in 34 different countrics.
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Cne of the best oxanples of the progress that has been nchieved comes teo

us fron Mexico, where UNICIF tosether with cther Uil orzens wes cble to

call en the services of 2,800 nien who, on foot, on herseback, znd in motor-
boats, traversed the len-th and breadth cf the country, disinfecting threc
1illion lhouses with DDT in the coursc wf 1960 clenc. Net & single death due
to malarie was reported in 1960. ;Agricultural productiorn, too, went up; and
the govermment it ncow planning to meve severcl nillion people froa the centrel,
overpcpulated hishlend arcas down to the areas acw free from malerie alcng the
coast. ' |

mn

In combating the yeinful and sinister discuase yaws UNICEF has made a nzjor
contribution. In 194( this scourme cleimed o totel of 50 millicn vietims; whils
the disease is not fatal, it results in stunting and disfigurcment of the

hunan body. And vet this sickness, which brinzs so much nilscry to the indi-
vidual, c2ia be completely cured by a sinzle shot of penicillin, at 2 cost of

five kroner.

¥hen Indonesizc becase iandependent in 1949, its covernment asked UNICEF to as-

. sist in the fight aseinst yaws. It was calculated in 1650 that 10 million
peorle in Indonesicz suffered frem this eilment. Tozether with the World Healin
Organisation UNICEF has succeeded in liberating whole villenes froo this scourges

and in a few yeors' time yaws will be completely eradicated in Indonesia.

<

We nicght mention the 10 million children who were trected for the tremendcusl
infectious complaint of the eyes known as trochcma, or the trectacnt given to
millions of levers in as nmany as 35 countries. Mess exzainstion of the porula-

tion and aati-TB vaccinations have alsc been carried o't on a massive scale.

In the prospercus parts of the world we are concerned with our nutritien prob-

len. Many peonle ore concerned beccuse they eat too much, &ad werry aboul The

[
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ill-effects. In the develoning countries, unfortunate
very opposite. Ixperts calculate that in these countries

are undernourished or suffer from malnutrition. One of the results of this
is that infant nortclity is os highas 3400 ver thousand, as coupared wita

orway, where the fizure is 17 per 1000.



UNICEF hes launched a nunber of projects in an cndeavour tc innrove the feod-

ing of mcthers ond children. This 1s carried out by infeormeticn werk in thco

close cn 30 000 health centres for nothers end children that UJIICER has or-on-
ised, It is also done by crenting finencicl zid to the buildinzg of dairies,
factories for the prcduction of dried milk, end for the conservation of nilk,
or - as in Chilo - by building a Tactory for the praoduction of larze quantities
of fishneel, The aim 1is prinerily to énccurage the »roduction of foodstuffs
rich in protein, such c¢s fish, which con inter zlic be bred cn 2 larse scale

in fish fanné, or in paddy fields under water.

UNICEF's initiative in these sectors is importont becouse it rerresents th

fic endeaveours

b

first systeniatic cttenpt ever carried cut to coordinzte scient
all over the world to produce food rich in prctein for children in tihe develon-

ing countries.

[ H
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I nentioned e third sector: the struggle arcainst illitereoey, where UNICET,
colleboretion with UYESCO, nos mzle a notable contributicn.
If we review UVNICLF's cctivities, we shall finc that during these ycars it has:

_carried out hundreds of aid schemes in develeping countries within the healtia-

nutrition~and-cducation sector.

Today UNICET is sbout to eabark on a third stare in its develczment.

interest
At the nmoument there is a tremendous/in most develozing countries for the werkins
out of nationwidc schemes cf cconcmic planning. In the discussion revolvin:z
around these development nlans, the rriumzry natter of interest is how larze in-
vestments can Le placed in'industry, agriculture, ond commmiczctions., And wvet,
neybe these werds of Nehru contain a2 dengercus tiruth: "In cne way or snother in
21l our thinking on develomment nlans for factory plant and nechinery, we lcse

sight of the fact thet, in the last resort, develoment depends conn the hurman

factor."

ment plans now being drawn un. UNICEF is here buildins on the rrinciple ¢
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child's rizht to socicl security, cducation, and otherriphts, which were

e

adonted by the United Nations in 1959 in their "Declaration on the Eizhts

of the Child"., 2nd in the sale way as we have scen the fundazental »r inciples

-

of the Decleration of Hwion Rishts incormorasted in the constituticns of many

of the new countries, it is hoped that it will be possible t5 incorperste the

rights of the child in the ecenomic and soeial structure of these new stetes.
It is this hope thet inspir¢d the invitation thet was sent out to attend thsz
round-table conference in Italy, initicted by UNICEF in 1564. Those whe took
pert in this conference were ninisters, cconomists, and child-welfare experts.
The conclusion arrived at was that, taking the long-ternm view, no ecoaczi
develepnent is possible unless the srowth of 2o heelthy and enlizhtened zenere-
tion of children is given priority in tae plens for developsent.

-

Maxinoua aid must be rendered by the rrospercus countries if this gigentic
S B S

task is to be solved; and we vossess the ..aterial and technicel potentizl for

giving this aid. The niracles of technolosy seen to be linitlesy we hzove

fu

within our grasp the v0851b111ty of satisfyins practically every usterizl nee
on earth. In fact, in our a:ibition we wove beyond the confines of this werld,
" literally stretchinsg our aras towards the moon. On the other hand, there zre

millions of peonle who <o not pessess o spade for dissing their ueagre ssil.

Today the teopl: of the develoringz countries cre fully clive to their own aiservs
end they zcre determined to leave it behind. They contenplate the riches of tke
West - our surplus food, our fentastic technology, the heelth and zocé things
that we enjoy in life, =11 cur materlal well-being, - they coarare this with

the misery of their own children.

This contrast creates a dangercus tension-factor, which threcztens the neace cf

the world,

The aim ¢f UNICEF is to sprezd a taoble, decked with 211 the sead thainrs tzot

Nature provides, for all the children cf the world. For this reascn the crzon
isaticn is a peace-facter of rrect importance. UNICEF has reelisel thot chili-
ren provide the key to the future; the children of todey are the history ¢

the future. UNICEF is now foreing 2 link of solidarity bLetween the rich ond



the poor countrics. In an age when so many neonle
the destructive effects of the forees that science

hands, UWICEF offers youns people in 21l countrics

it is worth living and workin: for - =z world with

B .
.

Freeden for all people.
Equ=lity between all roces.

Brotherheed among 21l iwen,.

’ 10,
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